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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness.” This is the famous opening line from “A tale of two cities”. The first 
line of any book sets you up for what is to come, introducing characters, conveying 
the significance and basically setting the scene for what is to come. 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

- John 1:1-5 
 
John’s opening line has become one of the most memorable scriptures in the Bible. 
Taking us all the way back to the beginning, introducing the Word that was with God, 
that was God. There are so many truths that we can draw from this, but what I want to 
highlight today is the Word! As John sets the scene for a new beginning, a radical re-
think about life as we know it. 
 
We’ve heard through the past few sermons the significance of the Word, but through 
John we see that this Word or message was always there. The Word of God was 
always there, creating, communicating and waiting to break in at the right time, to 
show us who God is and what He is like. 
 
“The message of God has a shape and it shapes us as we embrace it. The fullest 
expression of this shape is Jesus, but he is also the embodiment of God the Father’s 
interaction with humanity. It is a message of grace from start to finish, transforming us 
into people empowered to live renewed lives in the shape of Jesus Christ.” - M Eaton 
 
The primary character John is introducing us to is Jesus, the Word who’s significance 
cannot be overstated as John has set the scene for a new beginning. This is a new 
beginning for anyone that would receive Him and it is a new beginning for everyone 
who needs it today. 2000 years ago the message of Jesus shone like a light into the 
darkness of the Roman Empire and the captive Israelite nation, and that same light can 
shine into the darkness of your life today. 
 
This is not a scientific description of how God created the world, but the fact that the 
world was created through Him. 
 
The universe-creating Word of God, had come to show us the Father and to become 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
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19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body. 

- John 2:19-21 
 
Temples have always been places of reverence and awe. Designed to be 
places of religious pride or monuments celebrating the success of the 
nation, or the god of that nation. This is all meant to be symbolic of the 
function that they play. They are meant to function as a house for God. 
 
The temple was meant to be the place where the people were connected to 
God, creating a space where God could dwell among His people. The 
general idea was the more impressive the temple obviously the more 
impressive the God, and the more likely that the God would want to stay 
there. 
 
Jesus has shown here that He is passionate about God’s house, but not in 
the way everyone expected Him to be. He was not talking about the temple 
Solomon built or even the much less impressive rebuilt second temple. He 
was talking about His own body being the temple of God.  
 
He had come to show that God does not care about the impressive temple 
structures because God does not dwell in temples built by human hands, 
but that He wanted to dwell in humanity itself. God was more concerned 
about meeting with His people than the monuments that they created. He 
came to show us that the power of a temple was not the monumental 
structure, but the majestic God inside. 
 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians, builds upon this picture of Jesus’ body being the 
temple, as he shows that each believer’s body becomes the temple of God 
as the Spirit fills you. That same majestic God not only wants to meet with 
you today but He wants to fill you and dwell with you, turning your body 
into a meeting place of God for you and for everyone you meet. 
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14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

- John 3:14-15 
 
This illustration comes from a short story in Numbers chapter 21, while the 
Israelites are in the wilderness. On their 40 year journey through the wilderness, 
they are growing impatient and starting to grumble against God and Moses. As a 
result, they are suffering as they are being attacked by poisonous snakes. 
 
The proposed solution to the problem the Israelites were facing seemed ridiculous. 
Making a bronze statue of a snake and lifting it up on a pole required the people to 
trust God’s solution, even though they didn’t understand it. 
 
Jesus, in John 3, is proposing a solution to our spiritual problem that didn’t make 
sense to Nicodemus. Someone who was meant to be a teacher of Israel. We can 
sympathise with Nicodemus here because there will always be far more about the 
mysteries of God’s ways that we don’t understand than what we do. The good 
news is that it doesn’t take a lot of understanding to trust God, it takes faith. 
 
The Israelites didn’t need to understand how the bronze snake saved them, they 
just needed to look and trust God’s solution. In the same way, we look to Jesus 
who was going to be raised up on the cross for our salvation. 
 
From trusting Jesus’ words to fish on the other side of the boat, to trusting Him as 
He uses a boys lunch to feed 5,000 people. Jesus is still asking us to trust His 
word. While walking through our own wilderness it’s easy to get frustrated and 
impatient, to forget the miraculous journey God has just taken us through.  
 
As a church we have just witnessed the incredible provision of our Father as we 
built an incredible base during a financial crisis and a global pandemic. The 
challenge is that the victories in life are followed by the next challenge to 
overcome, as our Father says, “Well done, now can you trust me again, let’s go 
tackle the next one together.” 
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28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 
29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They 
went out of the town and were coming to him.  

- John 4:28-30 
 
What turns a sceptical foreign woman into an evangelist in one conversation? 
 
Jesus seemed to have a divine appointment with this remarkable woman at the 
well. In one conversation she goes from calling Jesus a Jew, to clearly a prophet 
and lastly the man who told me everything I ever did. In this amazing interaction 
Jesus was able to reveal himself as the gift of God, the Christ, the Messiah to an 
isolated and excluded woman. 
 
Five husbands later, live-in “boyfriend,” drawing water all alone, but she’s still 
curious about the coming of the Messiah. She was still waiting for coming of the 
Messiah. There was still a longing, a hope in her heart. Whether that was the cause 
of or the result of five failed marriages we don’t know. We can all relate to her 
longing for love, for acceptance but also the fleeting satisfaction that the world 
apart from God provides.  
 
Jesus uses the temporary satisfaction of a thirst-quenching drink of water at the 
well to point to a far deeper spiritual thirst. If we are looking for earthly 
satisfaction, the best we can hope for is a temporary satisfaction. Like ice cold 
water on a boiling day, or that warm coffee first thing on a cold winter’s morning. 
These satisfy our immediate craving, but Jesus says that anyone that drinks of the 
water that He gives will not only be satisfied but it will become a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life. 
 
The satisfaction found in Jesus is the fact that He knows everything she ever did. 
He knows everything you ever did, ever thought, everything you regret, everything 
you wish you could redo or undo. He knows it all, and still says come to me and 
drink. This allows us to be brutally honest about who we are, what we’ve done and 
where we’ve sought satisfaction in all the wrong places.  
 
This means we can admit where we’ve used our jar and drunk from the wrong 
wells, and today turn from those wells, leave your jar and drink from Jesus, the 
man who knows everything we ever did and still loves us. 
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The Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful 
for you to take up your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that 
man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’ ”  

- John 5:10-11 
 
Imagine 38 years of not being able to run, jump, work or even walk. Hardly able to 
even survive let alone function in society, for what must have seemed like a life-
time. Not to mention you’re alone, no-one to put him into the water, no family, no 
friends. We don’t know what happened to his family or what caused the paralysis, 
but we can imagine the hopelessness, the desperation that must have been in this 
man’s eyes. 
 
All of this turned upside down in a moment as a stranger says “get up, take your 
bed and walk.” Not even thinking about what day it was you stand, amazed at the 
strength in legs that haven’t worked for far too long. With tears filling your eyes 
you can barely see who was accusing you of working on the sabbath.  
 
The pharisees were renowned for being the best of the best, the most faithful 
adherents to the scriptures, but this can often shift into a self-righteous judgmental 
attitude which is displayed here. This can easily be what we can become if we love 
to search the scriptures to prove our own holiness. To show how much we know, 
how faithful we are to all the commands while losing sight of Jesus. 
 
Jesus has some direct words to address this attitude.  
 
“39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life.”  

- John 5:39-40 
 
As we spend these 133 days searching the scripture for life, this is a reminder that 
they are pointing to Jesus. We don’t study scripture to increase our knowledge or 
our status, but we open scripture to commune with Jesus. This means we share 
our intimate thoughts and feelings with Jesus as we let Him share His heart and 
nature with us.  
 
Let us be reminded again today to look at scripture with fresh eyes for the man 
who healed us, the Son of God and Son of Man.  
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“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have 
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

- John 6:68-69 
 
John 6 is a long, somewhat challenging chapter that revolves around the story of 
Exodus. There are the not-so-subtle parallels between the feeding of the 5000 and 
the food in the wilderness, or Jesus’ walking on water and the Israelites walking 
across the red sea. Connecting Jesus’ ministry with the Israelite history that was 
currently being celebrated during the Passover. 
 
The challenge the Israelites faced though, was the same challenge we face today. 
How to trust God in tough times? They had witnessed the plagues, the miraculous 
protection, and the rescue of God as they sheltered under the blood of the lamb. 
They had walked across the red sea on dry ground, sadly only to get frustrated by 
the delay and discomfort they faced in the wilderness, leading them to grumble 
against Moses and God. 
 
Jesus uses a similar method of testing his disciples. After they’ve witnessed the 
miraculous provision for the 5000 and the crossing of the sea, Jesus starts to 
challenge the crowd and his disciples as to why they are following Him.  
 
The challenge is that they clearly want to make Him King, not because of who He 
is, but because of what He can do for them. If we are honest, I think we would 
react in the same way. Why would you not place someone who can miraculously 
multiply food and walk on water as your King? We love the idea of miraculous 
solutions to our needs. Unfortunately, this can lead us to think of God more as a 
genie that will grant all our wishes than the King of the universe that He is. 
 
Fortunately, we do have a miracle working God, but right here Jesus is acting like a 
master surgeon who knows how to get underneath the surface and address our 
misunderstanding of who He is and what life “should” be like. By doing this He is 
giving us something greater than bread, He is giving us Himself, the living bread. 
 
Jesus wants to give us an eternally sustaining source of nourishment that is not 
subject to the fluctuations of the world’s economy, not dependent on a good 
harvest or bad, a life not always searching for miracles. It is a life which has its 
source of strength from the words of Jesus, the Holy One of God, our source of 
eternal life. 
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Jesus at the Feast of Booths 
 
The feast of booths was one of the 3 major festivals. An 8 day-long celebration, 
where you would basically go camping as a family. We don’t have an equivalent, 
but something of our families getting together over Christmas is probably the 
closest we have. The feast of booths was a festival celebrating the year’s harvest 
and is also referred to as the feast of God or just THE FEAST!  
 
It was a God-instituted 8 day-long national holiday where there would be 
celebration as they remembered their journey through the wilderness. How God 
protected them, provided manna for them and especially how He provided water 
in the wilderness. 
 
As part of the celebration, each day water would be brought into the temple as 
the people sang Psalms 113-118. Then the water, along with the daily drink-offering 
of wine, were poured out. Water and wine flowed out of the temple as the people 
celebrated the “steadfast love of the Lord that endures forever” and sang “This is 
the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” Now this he said about the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had 
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

- John 7:37-39 
 
With this picture of water and wine flowing, we can understand the vivid picture 
created as the people were reminded of the water from the rock in the wilderness, 
and the prophecies from Isaiah 55, “Come, everyone who thirst, come and drink”, 
and Ezekiel 47, “with the water flowing from the temple.” Jesus stands up and says 
this is all talking about me! 
 
Come to me, He says, and I will give you the Spirit that will cause rivers of living 
water to flow from your heart. The best part is that this doesn’t need to only be a 
once a year feast. This is something we can feast on, celebrate and experience 
daily as we come to Jesus and see the Spirit flowing through our lives. 
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When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "Let any one 
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her." 

- John 8.7 
 
According to the law of Moses that the Pharisees were throwing in Jesus' face, capital 
punishment could not be meted out based on the testimony of only one witness. There 
had to be two or three witnesses to the crime, and these witnesses carried the burden 
of being the first to throw stones in carrying out capital punishment. In this way, 
scripture says, evil would be purged from among God’s people. 
 
Why this is included in the legal process is because God is wanting those who 
witnessed the sin first-hand, to see and feel the pain of death that it led to. Can you 
imagine how long something like that would haunt you, leaving you feeling unclean 
and unsettled? What would it feel like walking past that spot on the way to work, 
remembering in all its disturbing detail what happened to that person you knew, at the 
end of the stones you threw? What would go through your mind when faced with the 
same temptation? 
 
Notice the question Jesus asks in verse 10: “Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 
The bible dictionary explains the idea of condemning someone as “by one's good 
example to render another's wickedness the more evident and censurable”.  
 
More evident, and more censurable?! 
 
The only time we step up to throw stones is when, like the Pharisees, we see someone 
else’s sin or brokenness, foolish decisions or failed marriage, financial trouble or lack of 
integrity, gossip or social failings as more evident and more censurable than ours, 
which is why we need Jesus to remind us that we all have fallen short of the glory of 
God, and we all deserve the punishment for our sins, which is death.  
 
More evident? 
 
More censurable? 
 
Let the only evidence we are concerned with be that which shows how desperately we 
need Jesus ourselves and let us be those who are too busy casting ourselves at Jesus' 
feet to find time to cast stones at others. 
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He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?”  

- John 9:25-27 
 
This must have been a tense situation; parents and Pharisees, the Jews and the 
mysterious Jesus. All discussing the miraculous healing and the connection 
between sin and our sight. None of which was resolved by the witty comment and 
one of my favourite lines in the Bible, “Do you also want to become his disciple?” 
 
The physical blindness and healing quickly becomes a perfect opportunity to 
reveal God’s glory as Jesus, the light of the world, brings sight to the blind. Not 
only bringing physical healing, but also challenging the religious rules of what is 
allowed on the Sabbath, highlighting the spiritual blindness of the Pharisees. 
 
Before we too quickly write off the Pharisees as the evil villains in this story, 
remember these were the most respected leaders of the time. The mistake they 
made of focusing on the letter of the law over the spirit of the law, is something we 
can still do today and if we do, we’ll miss the challenge to us.  
 
The problem with these areas of “spiritual blindness” is that they are our blind 
spots. The areas in our lives where we think we know what is right and wrong, but 
the problem with a blind spot is that you can’t see it, until it is too late. 
 
Fortunately, to paraphrase the words of CS Lewis, “I believe in Christianity (Jesus) 
as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see 
everything else.” 
 
Jesus came and brought sight to the blind both physically and spiritually. Opening 
our eyes to see the darkness of the world, our own blindness and everything in a 
new light. Let us respond to the young man’s question, do you also want to be his 
disciple? With a resounding yes, as we learn to follow Jesus and let the light of the 
world shine in and through every area of our lives. 
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10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly. 
 

- John 10:10 
 
We love the sound of that line, “life to the full” or “abundant life”, but what does 
that actually mean?  
 
Does abundant life mean more money, multiple properties or cars? That can sound 
quite materialistic. So let’s look at it in a Christian context. You could be defining it 
as having more than enough of what you need, whatever that may be. We could 
even say more freedom, more time or being in a more spacious place. What if it 
meant more grace, more faith, more love for people? 
 
Redefining what “abundant life” means for us means redefining our priorities. Even 
if we did have more freedom, time or space, what would the point of that be? 
Would it be for a better, more restful experience of life? Or would it be for a more 
intentional purpose?  
 
Having more grace, more faith and more love for people definitely points to using 
our abundance for the sake of others. And yes, having more money or food can 
also be used for the sake of helping others, but that is not the only way to help 
people. 
 
Our entire Christian journey has a purpose. We were saved and set free by our 
incredible Saviour, and His command to the disciples just before He was raised up 
to Heaven, was to go out and make disciples in all the earth. Intrinsic to our 
mission here on earth are other people, those around us. Having abundance in any 
shape or form means having more than what we need. So if we have more than 
what we need, it means we are able to share with others. 
 
My encouragement today is to use whatever abundance God has given you, to 
love others. And if you feel like there is no abundance in your life, remember the 
cross, where God held nothing back from us, but freely gave all He had for the 
sake of us, His precious children. 
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“So from that day on they plotted to take his life.” 

- John 11:53 
 
It is with much incredulity that we modern readers wonder how it is that having heard 
that Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead, rather than pouring over scriptures 
and the signs that would identify the Messiah, their immediate response is to begin 
plotting his execution. When John the Baptist struggled with his faith, Jesus’ reply was 
to send word that the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is being preached to the poor -  all 
the signs that would confirm that he was the Messiah. But when it was right in front of 
them, they wanted him dead? 
 
Now, before we castigate them with criticism, read the chapter again! Mary and Martha 
couldn't comprehend how Jesus would delay when “the one he loves” is dying. The 
disciples couldn't understand why Jesus would want to go back to Judea when his life 
had been threatened the last time he was there. When Jesus spoke prophetically 
about Lazarus being asleep, the disciples didn’t have a clue of what he was on about. 
The friends of Lazarus couldn’t grasp how Jesus could heal the blind, but not keep his 
friend from dying. Both Mary and Martha believed Jesus could heal but didn’t 
understand why he was there when Lazarus was already dead. Even at the point when 
Jesus called for the stone to be removed, no one recognized what was going on, more 
worried about the smell in the air than the power of heaven in the air. 
 
I don’t understand why Covid leaves some with mild symptoms and takes the lives of 
others. I don’t understand how the government can get away with such shameful 
corruption. I don’t understand how scripture can call us to forgive when we have been 
sinned against. I don’t understand why God seems at times to answer a ghost-of-a-
shadow-of-a-whisper-of-a-prayer before it's barely off my lips and why years of 
travailing for an unsaved parent just bounces off the ceiling.  
 
It’s not that I am like Mary or Martha, or the disciples, or the confused friends. Rather, I 
am like the Pharisees - completely consumed by what I could lose because Jesus 
doesn’t do it my way, in my time, according to my rules. Like Habakkuk, I demand that 
heaven let me know what’s going on, and like Habakkuk, God says no, not yet, because 
if I told you what I was doing, you wouldn’t believe it. It’s not about knowing, it's about 
trusting.  
 
We are so quick to behave like God has given up on us, while he is closer than ever 
before. He’s still on the throne. And those of us who know him, cling to his faithfulness 
and put our trust in Him and Him alone. When all the rest fails and crumbles and 
shatters, He’ll be there.  
 
So I put my trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that is enough. 
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“If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For 
I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.” 
� John 12:47 

 
On its own, this is an extremely radical statement. However, in the context of this 
chapter, it is unprecedented!  
 
Verse 37 says even after Jesus had performed many signs, they still refused to 
believe in him. Refused! Verse 42 mentions how the Pharisees who did believe in 
him, hid their faith in Jesus because they were worried they would lose their 
prestige and position in the synagogue. And let’s not forget verse 6 that mentions 
that Judas, the one who betrays Jesus, the black sheep of the bunch, is also a thief, 
stealing from the money given to feed and care for Jesus and his disciples.  
 
And Jesus says he didn’t come to judge! 
 
The Oxford dictionary defines judging as ‘to give one’s opinion about another’s 
value’. Jesus, it would seem, only spoke of the disciples' value when it edified them 
and encouraged them, never breaking them down or condemning them.  
 
This is evident on two occasions.  
 
The first is when the disciples are arguing about who among them is the greatest. 
One Bible scholar says the fact that they are so brash and unapologetic about their 
beliefs is evidence that they have been with one who believes in them, encourages 
them, and values who they are just as they are. Yes, their self-worth is a little 
misdirected, but it’s clear that they lived under deeply encouraging leadership.  
 
The second is found in today’s chapter. How is it that when Jesus announced that 
one of them would betray him, there was no clear culprit that came to mind? The 
way Jesus treated each one of them was the same way he treated Judas, the 
betrayer and thief. 
 
Eish.  
 
Judgement will come, but it's not your responsibility, it’s your heavenly Fathers’. 
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“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” 
� John 13:35 

 
If I had to summarise my experience of life in 3Ci, it would be this verse.  
 
I can remember a time when my father’s life was in danger many years ago. 
Being new to 3Ci, I phoned the only person whose number I had and asked 
what to do. Needless to say, for days after that I received calls and 
messages from people I didn’t even know as the 3Ci family rallied around us 
in our time of need. 
 
We have been loved on and cared for when we became parents, had our 
entire Lifegroup move us from one house to another and even had help 
putting our home back together again after robbers smashed their way 
through our security and made off with most of our belongings. 
 
We had a dinner date cancelled recently because those we were going to 
visit heard their friend was extremely ill and decided to set aside the 
weekend to fast and pray. We’ve seen hundreds of thousands of rands 
pumped into the P.S. Alms account for those who couldn't make ends meet 
during lockdown, and we’ve stood by bedsides and snuck into ICUs to get 
on our knees to pray. 
 
Wrestling over who gets to pay the bill is the norm in this family, as is the 
genuine interest in one another’s wellbeing, physical health, and spiritual 
journey. One cannot lead a Lifegroup, preach a sermon, grab a quick cup of 
coffee, or chat at a carwash without being flooded with thanks and 
appreciation over Whatsapp for days to come.  
 
It's overwhelming, it's heartfelt, it's genuine and it's deeply God-glorifying. 
Thank you 3Ci. It is an absolute honour to be a part of this family. 
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14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. - John 14:1-3 
 
If you’ve been part of 3Ci for any length of time and are familiar with John 14, there 
is one phrase that will jump out at you. “Show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us!” John 14:8. Today though, I’d love to draw your attention to one 
word in verse 3. 
 
As Jesus is preparing His disciples for His departure He is comforting them, 
describing how He is going to prepare a place for them, then explaining how He is 
the way, the truth and the life, and no-one gets to the Father except through Him. 
While these thoughts often instantly get us thinking about heaven, or maybe the 
cross, I would like to highlight one word for you to think about today. 
 
Myself. 
 
Jesus says let not your hearts be troubled to the disciples, who had the greatest 
reason to be troubled. They had walked with Jesus, seen Him perform miracles, 
heard His preaching and felt His loving hugs. They had left everything for Jesus 
and now He was describing how He was going to leave them. Not only was this 
not according to their plan, but imagine the loss of connection to Jesus.  
 
Let’s also not forget that they didn’t have 2000 years of Church History helping 
them understand the significance of Jesus’ death on the cross. They would have to 
wait till after His resurrection, till the Spirit’s out-pouring to understand what God 
was doing. 
 
Before they can understand this, Jesus comforts them with these words, “If I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also.” 
 
I’ve used the NASB translation here because it even capitalises the Myself. This is 
one of Jesus’ greatest revelations of the Father heart of God. That He is on a global 
mission of relationship restoration.  
 
God is not a distant Father.  
Jesus is not a distant Saviour.  
Let not your hearts be troubled, I will come again and take you to Myself! 
 
 



Episode 83 
 
 
“Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also.” 
�

� John 15:20�
 
 
How is it that during the Battle of Britain, those who lived through the 
bombing looked back fondly at the blitz for how it drew the church 
together? Similarly, following the attacks of September 11, it was reported 
that suicide and depression rates dropped, use of pharmacological drugs 
declined, those suffering from PTSD reported improvement in symptoms 
and Church attendance grew. 
 
We see a similar effect in a phenomenon known as the ‘immigrant paradox’. 
For some time, health professionals assumed that those who migrated from 
the developing world would suffer from greater mental and physical health 
issues than their modern, first-world adorned peers, while it turned out to 
be just the opposite. Interestingly, those in first-world countries who didn't 
face hardship, opposition, and persecution were more depressed and 
unhealthy than those who lived through a war. 
 
It would seem that we are born for battle, created for a cause, and called 
the army of God for good reason. Trouble compels us to search our hearts, 
reminding us that we are living in exile and can put our trust in nothing in 
this world. This would explain why, amid the never-ending stream of 
migrants and refugees across Europe, the formerly shrinking Scandinavian 
and German churches are now bursting at their seams with refugees 
coming to faith. 
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Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.  

- John 16:7 
 
Over the past 20 months everyone has suffered some form of loss. Whether it has 
been the loss of a helpful routine, financial challenges, or a far more traumatic 
personal loss. Learning to deal with the challenge of coping with loss has become 
an all too familiar reality.  
 
In John 16 Jesus continues to prepare his disciples for their upcoming loss. Our 
understanding about what was to come for Jesus and the significance of the cross 
and resurrection often makes us overlook the wrestle the disciples were about to 
go through. 
 
They had each pinned all their hopes for their future, their country’s freedom and 
even their eternal future on Jesus, and now He was about to leave. In their eyes 
they must have been thinking that surely, we have barely begun. Jesus was meant 
to change everything, as the Messiah, He was meant to bring peace and prosperity.  
 
More personally though, they were about to lose their leader, their teacher, their 
mentor, and their friend. They had risked everything to follow Jesus, and as 
remarkable as their journey had been, they were about to enter a period of 
uncertainty as they were about to lose Jesus.  
 
Speaking directly into this feeling of loss, Jesus says it is to your advantage that I 
go away, because if I don’t go away, the Helper (the Holy Spirit) will not come. 
Jesus is speaking directly into the loss the disciples are about to experience, saying 
my Spirit will come and fill that hole in a way you could never have dreamed of. 
 
I can’t help but think as we are learning to cope with the losses in our lives that 
Jesus would love to come and fill those holes. He will send the Helper, the Spirit, 
the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead, as the great Comforter to fill the 
holes in our lives. 
 
The remarkable truth is that it is to our advantage that we rather have the Spirit in 
our lives than the physical Jesus present with us, because the fact that Jesus is not 
here means He is seated at the right hand of the Father, sending the Spirit to 
strengthen, comfort and guide us through these times of uncertainty.  
 
 



Episode 85 
 
 
This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and the one 
you have sent —!Jesus Christ. 
� John 17:3 

 
On the back of yesterday’s sermon, this verse caught my attention because 
of how Jesus defines eternal life. I would have breezed past that verse if it 
said eternal life is forgiveness or redemption or adoption, but when it said 
eternal life is to know God, it really wasn’t what I expected. However, this 
statement shouldn’t surprise us since Jesus has already said ‘I am the way, 
the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but by me’. Notice how 
Jesus doesn’t say “no one comes to heaven but by me,” because heaven 
isn’t the destination, the Father is. 
 
And so here again, Jesus highlights the fact that eternity starts now, that 
heaven can begin now, because if the Father is the ultimate culmination of 
all that we receive through Jesus, then what are we waiting for? 
 
Ginosko, the Greek word used here for ‘to know’ means to know absolutely 
in all applications and implications. All applications and implications. This 
means not only a knowledge of, but also a state of being involved in 
something. This is where Sunday’s sermon comes in. Do yourself a favour 
and go to blueletterbible.org and search for the phrase “in Christ” and pour 
yourself into the applications and implications of knowing God. Open your 
heart to verse after verse, declaration after declaration of all the remarkable 
truths about what God has revealed of himself through Jesus. 
 
This is eternal life: that we may know the Father, and the One he sent - 
Jesus Christ. Eternal life, that which can withstand the shaking of this 
temporary, transient season, that which carries us, guards us, strengthens 
and renews us. This is the invitation that has been extended to us for 
generations, and no matter how advanced we get, the invitation remains 
the same. 
 



Episode 86 
 
 
“What is truth?” Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the people and told 
them, “Jesus is not guilty of any crime.” 
� John 18:38 

 
From the earliest chapters of John’s gospel, Jesus has been on trial. 
Throughout his public ministry, people have been making judgement after 
judgement as to whether or not Jesus is who he says he is. Over and over 
again, Isaiah 53vs1 calls out from John’s gospel: “Who believes what they’ve 
heard and seen? Who would have thought God’s saving power would look 
like this?” 
 
Judas, having heard and seen all of Jesus’ ministry is the first to decide that 
God’s saving power should not look like Jesus, and so he arrives with a 
band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees. 
 
Not only Judas, but the Jewish leaders, the high priest, the Roman 
governor, their servants, and soldiers all put Jesus on trial in this chapter. Is 
this it? Is this what it’s come down to? Is this what we have been waiting 
for? Surely God’s saving power doesn’t look like this? 
 
Isaiah gives incredible insight into the underlying reason why Jesus was not 
recognized as the Messiah. Isaiah 53 points out that there was nothing 
attractive about Jesus. One look at him and people turned away. Nothing 
they saw caused them to take a second look. Ultimately he was looked 
down on, despised and rejected, Isaiah says, because “it was our pain that 
he carried, our brokenness, all the things wrong with us.” And so they stood, 
looking at themselves in the mirror as it were, and they rejected what they 
saw.  
 
The rejection of Jesus is ultimately a rejection of who we truly are in our 
brokenness and sin. This is why John frames the gospel like this: We are 
more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the 
very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we 
ever dared hope. 
 



Episode 87 
 
 
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, "Look, I am 
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against 
him." 

-  John 19.4 
 
It’s interesting to see who John gives a voice to in his gospel. In the trial of Jesus 
and his eventual crucifixion, the high priests are left silent on the sidelines, while 
here we find almost an entire chapter hanging on every wavering word of the 
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. 
 
Here is a man who is entrusted with the responsibility of justice and equity, 
knowing and announcing that Jesus was wrongfully charged, and yet afraid to act 
on this knowledge. Even though he stands convinced in his own conscience that 
Jesus is innocent and ought to be acquitted, he can’t bring himself to do it simply 
because he knows the crowd doesn’t approve.  
 
Cowardice leads to crucifixion.  
 
To have one set of convictions in private and another in public, one rule of duty for 
ourselves, and another for our public actions, to see clearly what is right before 
God, and yet for the sake of popularity to do wrong - this may seem to some both 
right, and political, and statesmanlike, and wise. But it is a character that is 
fundamentally flawed. 
 
Cowardice leads to crime. 
 
How pertinent at this time to be reminded to pray that our own leaders will not 
only have the wisdom and discernment to think right but just as importantly, that 
they would have the courage to act on their knowledge, without bowing to the 
opinion of men. Those who fear God more than man, and care for pleasing God 
more than man, are the best rulers of a nation, and in years to come are always 
most respected. Leaders like Pontius Pilate, who are always trimming and 
compromising, led by popular opinion instead of leading popular opinion, afraid of 
doing right if it offends, ready to do wrong if it makes them personally popular, 
such men are the worst governors that a country can have. 
 
Today, let's remember that God has said  “if my people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
 



Episode 88 
 
 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
� John  20:19  

 
Murdo MacDonald tells the story of being captured in World War II and put in a 
prisoner of war camp along with another fellow Scott who, at that time, had been 
serving as a chaplain. This gave their captors an idea and the two were put into 
neighbouring camps and given the responsibility of being chaplains to the 
prisoners. 
  
Once a day they were allowed to come to a big fence in the middle of the prisoner 
of war camp and were able to talk to each other briefly as long as there were 
guards present. Although the guards could understand English, French, and 
German, these two Scotsman eventually discovered that the guards did not know 
Gaelic, their native tongue. 
  
It turned out that one of the prisoners had a homemade shortwave radio that the 
Germans did know about, and so every day MacDonald would bring news to the 
fence in Gaelic which would then be spread across both camps. 
 
One day, he came with remarkable news - Germany had surrendered and the war 
was over. However, the guards hadn’t heard the news yet and MacDonald said for 
the next four days, although they were still prisoners in a sense, they lived as if 
they were already free. They didn't complain about the food anymore. They didn't 
display hatred towards the guards anymore. Instead, they felt compassion for 
them, even when they were threatened with solitary confinement and had guns 
pointed in their faces.  
 
Then, one morning, they woke up and the guards were gone and the doors were 
left unlocked. However, MacDonald claims they were liberated by the news, long 
before being liberated by the guards. 
 
How much more those of us who have been set free by Christ’s death on the 
cross? The world threatens and intimidates us, calling us to compromise for an 
artificial freedom, but we have been liberated by the good news - so let's live like 
it! 
 
 



Episode 89 
 
 
The disciple whom Jesus loved, therefore, said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
 
� John 21:7 

 
I'm sure you've noticed that on numerous occasions, John refers to himself 
as the disciple that Jesus loved. In an episode of “The Chosen”, John is busy 
putting his notes together and verbally processing some of his ideas with 
Mary, when he once again mentions that he is the one Jesus loved. Mary 
turns to John and gently reminds him that “Jesus loves everyone, we just 
don't go around telling everybody all the time.” 
 
It's an incredible presentation of the realisation that John lived with: I am 
the one Jesus loves.  
 
At one time, the disciples were arguing about which of them was the 
greatest, to which one Bible scholar comments that this kind of comparison 
should be expected from a group of people who had been so relentlessly 
and unconditionally loved on and believed in! 
 
Do you live under this constant realisation of God’s love for you?  
 
Do you realise that if he were to look across the room and catch your eye, 
he would come straight over to be with you? Do you realise he is always the 
one who walks down the corridor to your office for a visit, that he is the first 
to grab his phone and want to share a funny moment with you, that he 
maybe waits a minute or two before he asks you about your day again 
because he doesn't want to be a bother, but he loves to hear the details? 
 
Scripture says that his thoughts toward you are more than the grains of 
sand on the seashore. Which means: you are the disciple that Jesus loves! 
And he keeps telling everyone about it. 


