
Episode 95 
 
“So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly 
increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, 
too.” 
- Acts 6.7 

 
Justice and mercy ministries, to the Hebrew mind, always refer to the 
wisdom and action required to restore shalom, or peace. Shalom can best 
be described as the fabric that makes up the ways of God. When everything 
is in place, we live in shalom with the world.  
 
However, as one bible scholar explains, a fabric consists of lots and lots of 
threads. The threads don't just sit there. If you take 3000 threads and just 
lay them on a table, you don't have a piece of fabric, even if they're in very 
close proximity to each other. They have to be interwoven. Each thread has 
to go over, under, around, and through the other threads. Then and only 
then is the fabric beautiful, strong and useful. The ways of God are meant to 
be beautifully, interdependently, harmoniously knit together, and the result 
of that weaving and webbing is what the Bible calls shalom. 
 
So when people begin to live for themselves, focusing only on their needs, 
wants, and desires, this fabric begins to pull apart. If you lie, cheat, steal, 
offend, or abuse, the shalom begins to pull apart. Justice and mercy are 
what is required to weave together what has begun to unravel, to put the 
ways and the wisdom of God on full display.  
 
Shalom is what God made the world for. It’s a powerful and incredibly rich 
concept. The weaving together of all creation in equity, fulfillment, and 
delight is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom. We simply translate it as 
peace, but in scripture, it means far more than mere peace of mind or a 
cease-fire between enemies. Shalom means a universal flourishing, 
wholeness, and delight, a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are 
satisfied and natural gifts are employed. And as we see in this chapter, 
when we do this - natural needs being satisfied and natural gifts being 
employed, when we walk according to the wisdom of the ways of God, 
reweaving what has been pulled apart, the gospel is on full display and 
salvation is often the fruit of this environment. 


