
Episode 94 
 
But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honoured by 
all the people stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put 
outside for a little while. Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: "Men of Israel, 
consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. In the present case, I 
advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or 
activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be 
able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God." 

- Acts 5:34-39 
 
Gamaliel was considered a great teacher of the law by the first century 
Jews. His voice carried authority and his wisdom and insight were deeply 
respected. It would seem that having been privy to Jesus' trial, death, and 
subsequent resurrection, Gamaliel had begun to have a change of heart 
regarding who Jesus was, that he would step in to defend the disciples in 
this instance. He had begun to consider the fact that God may be behind 
what they were seeing before them. 
 
Often in the workplace, men treat women in such a way that it is clear that 
they have forgotten that behind that lady stands a husband who may just 
be one snarky comment away from meeting them in the parking lot. How 
much more, Gamaliel was saying, when we consider that God stands behind 
those we interact with day by day. Gamaliel's wisdom should constantly 
keep us in check: “Take care what you are planning to do to these men!”  
 
Heed these words when you want to give the teller a piece of your mind, 
because, at the end of her 10-hour shift, her service doesn’t meet your 
standard, while God wraps her in his arms and encourages and comforts 
her. Heed these words when you decide to withhold payment simply 
because you have the power to do so, while God is on the other end of their 
prayers as they cry out for provision. Heed these words when you gossip 
about a friend’s failure, while our heavenly Father is on his knees helping 
them piece their lives back together. Heed these words when you racially 
profile someone, while their Father celebrates their victory despite their 
broken upbringing. 
 
Take care what you are planning to do, said Gamaliel, because it may just 
be that you find yourself fighting against the very God you claim to serve. 


