
Episode 87 
 
 
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, "Look, I am 
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against 
him." 

-  John 19.4 
 
It’s interesting to see who John gives a voice to in his gospel. In the trial of Jesus 
and his eventual crucifixion, the high priests are left silent on the sidelines, while 
here we find almost an entire chapter hanging on every wavering word of the 
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. 
 
Here is a man who is entrusted with the responsibility of justice and equity, 
knowing and announcing that Jesus was wrongfully charged, and yet afraid to act 
on this knowledge. Even though he stands convinced in his own conscience that 
Jesus is innocent and ought to be acquitted, he can’t bring himself to do it simply 
because he knows the crowd doesn’t approve.  
 
Cowardice leads to crucifixion.  
 
To have one set of convictions in private and another in public, one rule of duty for 
ourselves, and another for our public actions, to see clearly what is right before 
God, and yet for the sake of popularity to do wrong - this may seem to some both 
right, and political, and statesmanlike, and wise. But it is a character that is 
fundamentally flawed. 
 
Cowardice leads to crime. 
 
How pertinent at this time to be reminded to pray that our own leaders will not 
only have the wisdom and discernment to think right but just as importantly, that 
they would have the courage to act on their knowledge, without bowing to the 
opinion of men. Those who fear God more than man, and care for pleasing God 
more than man, are the best rulers of a nation, and in years to come are always 
most respected. Leaders like Pontius Pilate, who are always trimming and 
compromising, led by popular opinion instead of leading popular opinion, afraid of 
doing right if it offends, ready to do wrong if it makes them personally popular, 
such men are the worst governors that a country can have. 
 
Today, let's remember that God has said  “if my people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
 


