
Episode 86 
 
 
“What is truth?” Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the people and told 
them, “Jesus is not guilty of any crime.” 
- John 18:38 

 
From the earliest chapters of John’s gospel, Jesus has been on trial. 
Throughout his public ministry, people have been making judgement after 
judgement as to whether or not Jesus is who he says he is. Over and over 
again, Isaiah 53vs1 calls out from John’s gospel: “Who believes what they’ve 
heard and seen? Who would have thought God’s saving power would look 
like this?” 
 
Judas, having heard and seen all of Jesus’ ministry is the first to decide that 
God’s saving power should not look like Jesus, and so he arrives with a 
band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees. 
 
Not only Judas, but the Jewish leaders, the high priest, the Roman 
governor, their servants, and soldiers all put Jesus on trial in this chapter. Is 
this it? Is this what it’s come down to? Is this what we have been waiting 
for? Surely God’s saving power doesn’t look like this? 
 
Isaiah gives incredible insight into the underlying reason why Jesus was not 
recognized as the Messiah. Isaiah 53 points out that there was nothing 
attractive about Jesus. One look at him and people turned away. Nothing 
they saw caused them to take a second look. Ultimately he was looked 
down on, despised and rejected, Isaiah says, because “it was our pain that 
he carried, our brokenness, all the things wrong with us.” And so they stood, 
looking at themselves in the mirror as it were, and they rejected what they 
saw.  
 
The rejection of Jesus is ultimately a rejection of who we truly are in our 
brokenness and sin. This is why John frames the gospel like this: We are 
more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the 
very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we 
ever dared hope. 
 


