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When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "Let any one 
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her." 

- John 8.7 
 
According to the law of Moses that the Pharisees were throwing in Jesus' face, capital 
punishment could not be meted out based on the testimony of only one witness. There 
had to be two or three witnesses to the crime, and these witnesses carried the burden 
of being the first to throw stones in carrying out capital punishment. In this way, 
scripture says, evil would be purged from among God’s people. 
 
Why this is included in the legal process is because God is wanting those who 
witnessed the sin first-hand, to see and feel the pain of death that it led to. Can you 
imagine how long something like that would haunt you, leaving you feeling unclean 
and unsettled? What would it feel like walking past that spot on the way to work, 
remembering in all its disturbing detail what happened to that person you knew, at the 
end of the stones you threw? What would go through your mind when faced with the 
same temptation? 
 
Notice the question Jesus asks in verse 10: “Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 
The bible dictionary explains the idea of condemning someone as “by one's good 
example to render another's wickedness the more evident and censurable”.  
 
More evident, and more censurable?! 
 
The only time we step up to throw stones is when, like the Pharisees, we see someone 
else’s sin or brokenness, foolish decisions or failed marriage, financial trouble or lack of 
integrity, gossip or social failings as more evident and more censurable than ours, 
which is why we need Jesus to remind us that we all have fallen short of the glory of 
God, and we all deserve the punishment for our sins, which is death.  
 
More evident? 
 
More censurable? 
 
Let the only evidence we are concerned with be that which shows how desperately we 
need Jesus ourselves and let us be those who are too busy casting ourselves at Jesus' 
feet to find time to cast stones at others. 


