
Episode 74 
 
 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have 
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

- John 6:68-69 
 
John 6 is a long, somewhat challenging chapter that revolves around the story of 
Exodus. There are the not-so-subtle parallels between the feeding of the 5000 and 
the food in the wilderness, or Jesus’ walking on water and the Israelites walking 
across the red sea. Connecting Jesus’ ministry with the Israelite history that was 
currently being celebrated during the Passover. 
 
The challenge the Israelites faced though, was the same challenge we face today. 
How to trust God in tough times? They had witnessed the plagues, the miraculous 
protection, and the rescue of God as they sheltered under the blood of the lamb. 
They had walked across the red sea on dry ground, sadly only to get frustrated by 
the delay and discomfort they faced in the wilderness, leading them to grumble 
against Moses and God. 
 
Jesus uses a similar method of testing his disciples. After they’ve witnessed the 
miraculous provision for the 5000 and the crossing of the sea, Jesus starts to 
challenge the crowd and his disciples as to why they are following Him.  
 
The challenge is that they clearly want to make Him King, not because of who He 
is, but because of what He can do for them. If we are honest, I think we would 
react in the same way. Why would you not place someone who can miraculously 
multiply food and walk on water as your King? We love the idea of miraculous 
solutions to our needs. Unfortunately, this can lead us to think of God more as a 
genie that will grant all our wishes than the King of the universe that He is. 
 
Fortunately, we do have a miracle working God, but right here Jesus is acting like a 
master surgeon who knows how to get underneath the surface and address our 
misunderstanding of who He is and what life “should” be like. By doing this He is 
giving us something greater than bread, He is giving us Himself, the living bread. 
 
Jesus wants to give us an eternally sustaining source of nourishment that is not 
subject to the fluctuations of the world’s economy, not dependent on a good 
harvest or bad, a life not always searching for miracles. It is a life which has its 
source of strength from the words of Jesus, the Holy One of God, our source of 
eternal life. 
 
 


