
Episode 71 
 
 
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

- John 3:14-15 
 
This illustration comes from a short story in Numbers chapter 21, while the 
Israelites are in the wilderness. On their 40 year journey through the wilderness, 
they are growing impatient and starting to grumble against God and Moses. As a 
result, they are suffering as they are being attacked by poisonous snakes. 
 
The proposed solution to the problem the Israelites were facing seemed ridiculous. 
Making a bronze statue of a snake and lifting it up on a pole required the people to 
trust God’s solution, even though they didn’t understand it. 
 
Jesus, in John 3, is proposing a solution to our spiritual problem that didn’t make 
sense to Nicodemus. Someone who was meant to be a teacher of Israel. We can 
sympathise with Nicodemus here because there will always be far more about the 
mysteries of God’s ways that we don’t understand than what we do. The good 
news is that it doesn’t take a lot of understanding to trust God, it takes faith. 
 
The Israelites didn’t need to understand how the bronze snake saved them, they 
just needed to look and trust God’s solution. In the same way, we look to Jesus 
who was going to be raised up on the cross for our salvation. 
 
From trusting Jesus’ words to fish on the other side of the boat, to trusting Him as 
He uses a boys lunch to feed 5,000 people. Jesus is still asking us to trust His 
word. While walking through our own wilderness it’s easy to get frustrated and 
impatient, to forget the miraculous journey God has just taken us through.  
 
As a church we have just witnessed the incredible provision of our Father as we 
built an incredible base during a financial crisis and a global pandemic. The 
challenge is that the victories in life are followed by the next challenge to 
overcome, as our Father says, “Well done, now can you trust me again, let’s go 
tackle the next one together.” 
 


