
Episode 70 
 
 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body. 

- John 2:19-21 
 
Temples have always been places of reverence and awe. Designed to be 
places of religious pride or monuments celebrating the success of the 
nation, or the god of that nation. This is all meant to be symbolic of the 
function that they play. They are meant to function as a house for God. 
 
The temple was meant to be the place where the people were connected to 
God, creating a space where God could dwell among His people. The 
general idea was the more impressive the temple obviously the more 
impressive the God, and the more likely that the God would want to stay 
there. 
 
Jesus has shown here that He is passionate about God’s house, but not in 
the way everyone expected Him to be. He was not talking about the temple 
Solomon built or even the much less impressive rebuilt second temple. He 
was talking about His own body being the temple of God.  
 
He had come to show that God does not care about the impressive temple 
structures because God does not dwell in temples built by human hands, 
but that He wanted to dwell in humanity itself. God was more concerned 
about meeting with His people than the monuments that they created. He 
came to show us that the power of a temple was not the monumental 
structure, but the majestic God inside. 
 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians, builds upon this picture of Jesus’ body being the 
temple, as he shows that each believer’s body becomes the temple of God 
as the Spirit fills you. That same majestic God not only wants to meet with 
you today but He wants to fill you and dwell with you, turning your body 
into a meeting place of God for you and for everyone you meet. 
 
 


