
Episode 41 
 
 
If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to 
everyone: ‘Watch!’   

- Mark 13:36-37 
 
I loved going to the airport as a kid. The planes, the emotion, the excitement, I’m 
not sure what it was exactly, but there was something magical about it. As I’ve 
grown up I can understand a bit more. The marvels of man’s engineering combined 
with the highly charged emotional goodbyes, but the best were the arrivals. 
Waiting expectantly for a visiting friend, grandparents flying in from the UK or my 
father’s return after 6 months working abroad, his return was glorious. 
 
A glorious return was also captured when we saw thousands of people flood the 
airport in anticipation of the return of the World Champions, the Springboks. The 
excitement and jubilation that was caused was purely for them being the rugby 
world champions, how much more can we eagerly expect the ultimate glorious 
return of Christ? 
 
In Mark 13 Jesus prepares His disciples to be ready for the challenges that lay 
ahead of them before this final return. 
 
This chapter can seem quite intimidating and even make you fearful. However, as 
you read through this, you can see that Jesus doesn’t dwell on those things, He 
highlights the most important of these events, His return. It is significant because 
His return is the fulfilment of scripture and of His promise to us. It is a promise of 
restoration to the kind of relationship that we long to have with Him, where 
nothing separates us from His presence, where we can be with Him forever.  
 
Yes, He warns us of the challenging times ahead, but the challenging times are not 
the point, they are merely a sign, a signal for us, a reminder even, of the One who 
conquers all, returning to take us home, to the place He has prepared for us. 
 
The same Jesus that said, “Watch, be on guard, be alert!”, is the same Jesus that 
says in John 14, “I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go I will come again so that 
we can be together!”  
 
So while we navigate the challenges of life, remember that there is a glorious day 
that we can prepare for and live for, as the expectation of restoration grows. 


