
Episode 40 
 
 
“ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;  
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes’?” 

- Mark 12:10-11 
 
When reading through scripture I find it so easy to criticise everyone that didn’t 
wholeheartedly receive Jesus, whether it’s the priests, pharisees or sadducees. It 
doesn’t matter who it is, I think how could you reject Him, but then I look and see 
them asking questions of Jesus. 
 
They were amazed at Him, afraid of Him and largely confused by Him. They 
couldn’t grasp what He was doing because His agenda seemed so different to their 
own, therefore they asked questions. Question after question trying to trap Jesus, 
undermine Him and maybe to understand Him. 
 
This is where my criticism starts to challenge myself, because I have questions, and 
if we’re honest we all have questions in life. 
How long, O Lord?  
Why does it have to be so hard? 
When will that family member understand? 
Surely God it could have been different? Surely you could have fixed this?  
In times of change, challenge or crisis, we are bound to have questions, but these 
questions make me think that maybe our agenda isn’t as aligned with His as what 
we like to think it is. 
Throughout Mark chapter 12 we have questions being presented to Jesus which He 
answers very skillfully. The intent of the questions was either to challenge Jesus’ 
authority, to try and trap Him or understand Him, but ultimately we see scripture 
fulfilled as He is described as “The stone that the builders rejected.”  
We would love to have answers to all of our questions, but the reality is that we 
don't live on our understanding, we live on the promises of God, promises that are 
backed up by the character and the nature of God. 
 
I’d encourage you to read through Psalm 118 as we learn to take our questions to 
Jesus, not just for answers, but as we learn to live in the ambiguity of life and 
celebrate that this is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it 
and let us give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for His steadfast love endures 
forever! 


