
Episode 34 
 
 
“If any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the 
dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 

- Mark 6.11 
 
In this chapter, we find Jesus sending out his disciples with some interesting 
parameters for their time of ministry. Matthew includes Jesus’ instructions that if 
they find a house of peace, they should bless it with their peace, and here Mark 
ends with Jesus’ statement that if there is no peace, no welcome, no openness to 
their message, they should simply move on.  
 
I read once of a church applying these parameters in their city with remarkable 
results. Simply put, they would be on the lookout for what they called a ‘Person of 
Peace’. For example, at the gym you may find someone who naturally starts a 
conversation with you, or introduces themselves and recognises you at a later 
stage; at your favourite coffee shop one of the waiters may just take that little 
extra time in conversation or swing past and say hello; when you are dealing with a 
client you may notice something about one of their staff or find a common interest 
or hobby they enjoy - this is what they mean by looking for a ‘Person of Peace’. 
The idea is that they try to become aware of what God is doing in the lives of 
those around them and describe it as an ease or openness, an effortless 
connection or surprising friendship. Then, time and time again, by following these 
bread crumbs of peace they would stumble into the privilege of playing a part in 
what God is doing to reach that person with the gospel.  
 
What struck me about their stories was that they often found that as this ‘Person 
of Peace’ slowly responded to the gospel over time, the change in their lives would 
play a huge role in opening up an entire department, or PTA, family, cycling club, 
even a suburb, to a wave of salvations, changed lives, restored marriages, 
friendships, and futures  - all because they followed the Holy Spirit’s footsteps into 
the life of this ‘Person of Peace’. 
 
Essentially, at the heart of this idea is the invitation to join God in what He is 
already doing. To wait, watch, and listen in order to find where the Holy Spirit is at 
work, who He is drawing to Himself, and then, through prayer, friendship, 
intentional awareness, and obedience, we simply put one foot in front of the other 
and let God use us to draw them to Himself. 
 
On a personal note, I have found as an introvert that this is an incredibly freeing 
and empowering approach to being salt and light in our city, and I have also seen 
amazing fruit through this very simple application of what Jesus told his disciples 
to do. 


