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Norms, rituals, practices, habits…from taxis to taxes, corruption to competition, all 
around us there are rules we are expected to follow and that we expect others to 
follow. These could be family rules, about dishes, to sport rules, explaining who’s 
offside, to more religious rules like when you are allowed to eat bacon. 
 
In a world captivated by progress we are renegotiating many rules, the challenge is 
that not everything about the old is wrong and not everything about the new is 
right. Jesus was able to navigate this tension perfectly, holding on to the essence 
of the old while embracing the benefits of the new, and we are called to copy him 
as we learn to put into practise His way of life. 
 
In Mark 2, Jesus is repeatedly questioned on what is allowed by the religious 
leaders of His day, because He confronted their interpretation of the law and 
therefore the rules they had put in place. He had come not only to confront, 
reinvent and fulfil the law, but He came to put into practise a new way of life. One 
of the metaphors Jesus uses for this is that there needs to be a new wineskin to 
hold the life that He was bringing. 
 
As we step into a new building, the way we function as a church will change. Our 
meetings may look different, lights and sound, setup, locking up and coffee may all 
change. The question is what is wineskin and what is the wine? How do we hold 
onto the essence of the old, while embracing the benefits of the new? 
 
Jesus came to institute a new wineskin which was flexible enough to operate in the 
1st century and still be true 2000 years later in a tent, in a building, in our homes 
and in all of our lives. The life of that new wine is still flowing into our new building, 
into our homes and into our lives as we begin to imagine how God is going to work 
in and through our lives and our church. 
 
And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the 
skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh 
wineskins.” 

- Mark 2:22 


