
Day 28 
 
 
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age." 

- Matt 28.18-20 
 
If you are new to 3Ci, you may not know how deeply these last few verses of 
Matthew have influenced the culture and calling of our church. From the very 
beginning, it has been our North Star, the bedrock on which God built this 
community - and we would do well to keep ourselves anchored to it. 
 
Ezekiel writes of a vision he had of a man clothed in linen with a writing kit at his 
side. This scribe is sent by God through the city to put a mark on the foreheads of 
those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in the 
place they call home. Although it’s one of those tricky portions of scripture 
steeped in imagery and prophecy, even a simple reading of the chapter makes it 
clear that compassion for our city throbs in the heart of God, and he longs for it to 
throb in our hearts too.  
 
Here in Matthew 28, the resurrected Jesus states clearly that the authority that he 
has given to us is to be wielded on behalf of the city, so that our daily lives would 
be marked by the cries of our city, and that we no longer settle for a marginal, 
neutered Christianity. For Jesus, spirituality is not a life of contemplation divorced 
from a life of action, but if I’m honest, I have separated my life, my heart, and even 
my prayers from a city that is in desperate need of redemption.  
 
“I looked for someone among them who would build up a wall and stand in the 
gap before me on behalf of the land…but I found no one!” Therefore, Jesus calls on 
his people once more, to go and make disciples of all nations, saturating them in all 
that is theirs through Jesus’ work on the cross, teaching them, showing them, 
leading them out of the darkness, and into all that Jesus has for them. 
 
The call is to live as those marked with compassion for this city, for more than just 
a morning, or a quiet time, or until the end of this page. 


