
Day 26 
 
 
Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the 
other disciples said the same. 

- Matthew 26.35 
 
In case you run out of time this morning reading through this particularly long chapter 
of the book of Matthew, Peter doesn’t even make it to chapter 27 before he 
completely denies any association with Jesus whatsoever, with swearing and cursing 
included.  
 
It’s very easy to relate to Peter, big on the talky-talky, but seemingly lacking the 
substance to carry through on his self-belief and untapped fortitude in moments when 
it counts. I want to stop here in this chapter because there is the danger that we will 
find ourselves in the same position over the next few months. Tim Keller has been 
extremely vocal about the fact that when his church went through 9/11, he was 
astounded at the strength and compassion and acts of service that poured through 
the people in his congregation month after month. However, he underscores this 
account with the fact that when the church reached the 18-month mark, not only did 
the overflow of kindness and compassion disappear but so did the people. He raises 
this issue ongoingly, because, like Peter, we can often think “Not me, I’ve got this! I am 
crushing this season. Watch and learn people, watch and learn!” And, like Peter, before 
this chapter of Covid is over, we may also end up cursing and swearing as we find 
ourselves empty and unable to face the enemy’s onslaught. 
 
In this same chapter, Jesus gives us a model of how we are to endure and process the 
trauma we are going through, and I want to encourage you to invest in these as our 18-
month mark moves closer. 
 
Jesus slows down. Os Guinness points out Jesus' key rhythm of engagement and 
withdrawal, work and rest, release and recharge, crowds and solitude, as the secret to 
the most effective public life ever lived. 
 
Jesus meets God in the midst of his emotional pain. To paraphrase Psalm 5, “Morning 
by morning we lay the pieces of our lives on the altar and wait for God’s presence to 
come. There we are, his invited guests, waiting for direction to get through enemy 
lines.” 
 
Jesus processes everything through prayer. 
 
Jesus has his closest friends with him, rather than distancing himself from them like we 
tend to do. Some wise advice is to surround yourself with those who will be an 
umbrella, not a lid. 
 
Maybe right now you are still going strong, firing on all cylinders, but just in case, why 
not save this page, tag it or highlight it in some way that will make it easier to find. 
Hopefully, you won’t need it, but if you do, at least you’ll save yourself the time of 
searching endlessly for what Jesus modeled for us to do in times of trial. 


