
Day 18 
 
 
It can be overwhelming reading through Matthew 18 in the season that we are in, 
facing the day-to-day pressures of living out our faith in a fallen world, while also 
allowing scripture to challenge and change us morning by morning. When the 
broken dishwasher leaves you frustrated and irritable, and you need to drag 
yourself to work to face that delayed business deal that is leaving you depressed 
and defeated, what do you do when scripture leans in on your life right in the 
middle of the battlefield? 
 
Indeed, scripture sometimes wraps itself around us while we are standing in the 
warmth of the sun, while at other times these words of Jesus confront us in the 
churning chaos of a raging storm, drowning beneath a glass ceiling that we just 
can’t break through!  
 
Paul writes in Romans chapter 8, that there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. The difference between condemnation and conviction is that 
condemnation leaves you there, drenched in mocking hopelessness, while 
Conviction leans in, takes you by the hand, and gently leads you through.  
 
My suggestion in moments when you are crippled by condemnation and default to 
defeat is to spend time in Psalm 139 which ends with these two verses: 
 
Search me, God, and know my heart;  
test me and know my anxious thoughts.  
See if there is any offensive way in me,  
and lead me in the way everlasting. 

24-139:23 Psalms -  
 
The offensive way spoken of here refers to either an innocent way that has led to 
pain and sorrow or a way that has led us to a dead-end because we have been 
following the idolatrous desires of our hearts. It can be either. Most times our 
hearts, minds, conscience, and desires are way too sneaky and slippery for us to 
truly know. 
 
But God knows. 
 
So He reaches out His hand and offers to lead us in the way everlasting - a phrase 
that is used to describe the fullness of one’s inheritance! Sometimes He leads us 
through the pain and rubbish of living in a fallen world, sometimes He leads us to 
the operating table to restore a wandering heart. Either way, when you feel like 
you are being tripped up by scripture, rather than being set free by it, let Psalm 139 
give you the words to pray as you let your heavenly Father take a hold of your 
hand and your heart, and lead you in the way everlasting. 


