
Day 12 
 
 
“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” - Matt 12:7 
 
In response to the accusation being levelled at Him and His disciples, Jesus 
responds by quoting from the prophet Hosea, saying that if you really 
understood what God wanted, you wouldn’t be accusing the innocent. 
 
Accusation / finger pointing seems to be our default response to what we think 
is injustice, especially when we are personally feeling hard done by. You only 
need to try and divide an odd number of speckled eggs between 2 kids to 
know how deep our sense of justice goes. We all seem to process life through 
our internal scales of justice to make sure that life is fair. 
 
At the heart of this desire I see 3 things, the good, the bad and the Godly. 
- The good is that there is a hunger and thirst for righteousness  
- The bad is that this hunger for righteousness is susceptible to becoming self-
righteousness, overflowing in finger pointing. We can easily become very good 
at pointing out where everyone else is wrong, or at least worse than we are. 
- The Godly though is where I want to take us back to Jesus’ response where 
He quotes from Hosea, and if we take a look at the full context it reads like this: 
 
I desire steadfast love (mercy) and not sacrifice.  
I want you to know me more than I want burnt offerings. - Hosea 6:6 
 
The phrase steadfast love is a Hebrew word we’ve become familiar with in 3Ci. 
The word is “chesed” - Meaning loyal love, unfailing kindness, devotion… 
Creating the picture of a loving Father “cheseding” after you! 
 
Jesus, being strengthened by His knowledge of the Father and the Word, 
modelled the perfect response to accusations of injustice. He knew He was on 
a “chesed” mission to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah 42, to establish justice on the 
earth. He was not afraid to speak the truth when necessary, but was wise to 
quote God’s own word that His desire is for us to know Him, not for mere rule 
keeping. 
 
The challenge in our lives is to learn to live like Jesus, growing in our hunger 
and thirst for justice, but in a way that shapes us to be part of the solution, not 
part of the problem, as we point people to the God of chesed, not of finger-
pointing! 
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