
Day 09 
 
 
Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up 
behind him and touched the edge of his cloak.  
She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” 
  - Matthew 22-9:20  

 
In the Jewish calendar, the Day of Atonement was unlike any other day of the year 
because “on that day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before 
the Lord, you will be clean from all your sins.” (Leviticus )16:30  
 
The purpose of the Day of Atonement was twofold - first, to “cleanse you”. It 
represented the forgiveness of sins through the shedding of blood. The second is 
just as important, but easily missed: to be “before the Lord.”  
 
Here is where we find the Bible making a significant break from religion. Rather 
than having a god that simply needs to be appeased, the God of the Bible provides 
cleansing for the purpose of relationship - because He wants to be with us. 
 
So, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would present two goats before the 
Lord, one as a sacrificial offering and the other as a scapegoat. The goat selected 
as an offering would be sacrificed and its blood sprinkled on the Ark of the 
Covenant as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of Israel. 
 
What followed next was even more dramatic. The High Priest would lay both 
hands on the head of the goat and confess aloud the sins of the nation, 
symbolically transferring them to the goat. Then, as one Jewish historian wrote, “all 
of you shall spit on it and pierce it and wrap a piece of scarlet wool around its 
head, and so let it be cast into the wilderness, never to be seen again.” What an 
unnerving enactment of what Jesus would one day fulfill as he died on the cross, 
taking away the sin of the world. 
 
Now, in Matthew chapter 8, on the dusty streets of Jerusalem, we read of a lady 
who had suffered from constant bleeding for many years believing that if she 
could just touch Jesus’ cloak, she would be healed.  
 
Now, don’t miss what happens next! 
 
With a masterstroke of word choice, the imagery Matthew creates here is the same 
as what we find in Leviticus. The Greek word translated into english as “touch” 
literally means to fasten oneself to, the act of clinging to, or to lay one’s hands 
upon. This is the same phrase that describes what the High Priest was to do when 
he laid his hands on the scapegoat. It’s a thunderous roar to his Jewish readers 
that here before her is the Scapegoat, the one on whom all sickness and sin, death 
and disease would be placed; a declaration to every one of us that no matter who 
we are, no matter what we’ve done, and no matter how long we have been 
bleeding out because of our guilt and shame, before us stands the Scapegoat of 
God who came to take away the sin of the world, and with that, the invitation to 
cast it all onto him. 


