
Day 04 
 
 

seen a great light; on those living in the land of The people living in darkness have 
the shadow of death a light has dawned.” From that time on Jesus began to 
preach,  
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
 - Matthew 4:16–17 
 
If you have been in church for a while then you may be tempted to just glance 
over Jesus’ announcement because it’s hard to grasp what it actually means. 
 
“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR!” 
 
The truth is that “kingdom” is a fairly foreign concept to our modern context, 
especially to people living in a democratically run country. To understand the 
magnitude of the statement we need to consider what the kingdom coming meant 
to Israel. After 750 years of being ruled by various empires from Assyria to 
Babylon till the current Roman rule, the wait was finally over.  
 
God was coming to liberate His people! This meant the restoration of Israel’s God 
given national identity. They were once again going to be the nation they were 
called to be. The King was coming to restore freedom, peace, prosperity and 
purpose! 
 
The challenge was that the breaking in of the Kingdom came in a way they never 
expected. The same is true for our own lives. God uses these unexpected ways, 
delays and challenges as opportunities to grow our faith. Recognising who the 
functional king of your life is, is a great step towards allowing the Kingdom to 
break into your life. 
 
In economic crisis…where does your provision come from? 
When you are confused…where do you find direction? 
When you are stuck…where do you find freedom? 
When you are in turmoil…who comforts you? 
 
Jesus’ call to repentance is an invitation to be a citizen of a kingdom led by the 
rightful King who will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
At the same time Jesus’ proclamation is a bold statement of Kingdom 
advancement, as our King Jesus has overcome the temptations of this world, He is 
calling forth the divine destinies of His disciples as the Kingdom of heaven begins 
to break out!  
 
That same Kingdom is advancing in Pretoria in 2021 as we trust King Jesus for His 
great light to shine into the darkness of our lives, our church and our city! 
 


