GETTING ON

BOARD.

Welcome to the April edition of Faith Station, devotions from

the Bible for every day of the month, every month of the year.

Faith Station presents meaty Bible studies in small bites — along
with devotional applications to help you grow your own faith life.

To get the most out of these devotionals make sure you do the

reading for the day and then keep your Bible open and constantly

refer back to the text while reading the day’s devotion.

HOW TO USE YOUR

You can choose to keep your in an electronic
format if you are comfortable doing devotions in the company
of your computer.

Alternatively you can print your (yourself or take
to a local print shop). We suggest you print it in colour but if
you prefer you can print just tﬁe coverpage in colour and the
rest in blaci and white.

Each page will print in a landscape (horizontal) format.

After printing cut along the dotted line and staple your Faith
Station into an A5 booklet or file (make sure you don't print
double sided).

www.kingscrosstraining.com
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If you are not yet a regular subscriber to Faith Station and you would
like to receive future editions, electronically, every month, see details
opposite.

FORTHCOMING EDITIONS

e MAY >> TRANSFORMATION //
If we are being recreated in the image of our Maker, how is that
happening and what can we do to co-operate with the process of

transformation and spiritual growth? Look out for the May FAITH
STATION.

¢ JUNE >> REVELATION//
Many Christians avoid reading the last book of the Bible because they

find it “difficult”. If that's you, you'll appreciate the June FAITH STATION.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE

1) Send an email (subject line: subscribe) to admin@vantagepoint.za.org
stating:
e type of subscription (individual - 12 or 6 months or church - 12 or 6 months)
e email address to which Faith Station should be sent.
¢ Deposit reference*

2) Deposit your subscription fee into
King's Cross (savings)
Standard Bank, Blue Route
Account no: 0766 74304

(King's Cross is registered as a Section 21 - not for private gain - Company)

*Please use your first name and first letter of your surname as your reference
followed by FS ( Eg. JohnS_FS)

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

There are various subscription options available. If you would like to subscribe as
an individual you may do so for a 6 or 12 month period. Churches can also
subscribe on behalf of their members for a 6 or 12 month period - the cost is less
per person - and can either print hard copies out on behalf of the members or for
their bookshops, or simply forward Faith Station electronically every month

>>INDIVIDUAL:

12 month R250.00 per annum
6 month R150.00 per 6 months

>>CHURCHES:
12 month R120.00 per annum/per person or copy distributed

6 month R 70.00 per 6 months/per person or copy distributed

If you as an individual or a church would dearly love to receive every month
and you geniunely cannot afford the usual subscription rate, please contact us at admin@
vantagepoint.za.org and we will gladly see how we can assist you.
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SEATION

Wouldn't it be wonderful if there was someone you could call on,
day or night, who was so loving, so wealthy and so powerful that
he or she could help you with every single situation in your life?
The good news is, there is someone like that. God.

30 days in which to meditate upon the truth of God's ever-present
assistance for our lives. Sovereign Help will not only show you
that God can help you; but that He wants to help you and can be
trusted to come through for anyone who puts his or her trust in
Him.

This month’s Faith Station was prepared by Nick Davis, who
served as lead elder at 3Ci Church in Pretoria, South Africa, and
on the apostolic team of NCMI for many years. Nick currently lives
in the UK where he continues to exercise his teaching and writing
ministry and support many churches with his apostolic heart and
gifting. “l was inspired,” he says, “to look at the whole subject of
Sovereign Help by one scripture from the book of Hebrews that
leapt out at me one day — “So we say with confidence, “The Lord
is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”(Heb
13:6 NIV). | pray that this revelation of God's ever-present help will
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READING: Hebrews 13: 6; Psalm 27: Psalm 118: 5-9

When | first answered God’s call to step into the teaching and
pastoral ministry, | quickly learned that this world is full of trials and
troubles. Congregation members would call and ask to see me —
but only 1 in every 100 wanted to talk about good news and their
latest victory in Christ; most wanted help with their problems.

Problems are very much with us. They are many and varied and
of both an internal and external nature. Some of us struggle with
our thoughts and emotions; others struggle with our marriages and
relationships and still others with work-related issues, poverty or
sickness.

In this world, we need help. That being the case, it is so thrilling for
me to be able to report that we, the children of God, have access
to His thoughtful and concerned assistance. It's so important that
we know and rest in His sovereign help that | have devoted the
whole month of April to a meditative study on it — please join me
as we unpack these invigorating truths together.

MVAVESIN

Lord God, may these truths sink down deep and become pillars of
strength for myself and others.

READING: Genesis 3; 2 Corinthians 5: 21

Even though Adam and Eve had just violated the command of God
not to eat fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, He
still clothed them with compassionate hands. Even though their sin
ejected them from fellowship with Him, He still remained faithful to
His creation. He provided for them. A few years later, He put a mark
on Cain’s head, so no-one would murder Him.

God watches over all His creation. He sends His rain on the evil and
the good. His grace is over all the earth.

And in such protective grace, He gave you over to believing in
Jesus, the Son of Righteousness. He has not covered you with skins
of animals, but with the robes of His firstborn son!

If God provided for sinful Adam and Eve, if He saved you while you
were still a sinner and rebel, can you not have confidence now that
He will provide for you in every situation?

M VAVESIN

Father God, open my eyes wider to see Your grace and goodness
to the undeserving. | deserved your punishment, but instead you
punished Jesus and made me your child. Thank You, Father, for
your undeserved and unending goodness to me, a descendant

of Adam but now a child of God forever, clothed in the robes of
righteousness!




READING: Genesis 6: 12 — 14; Matthew 24: 37 — 39: 2 Peter 3

God always provides a way out of disaster. He showed Noah how
to build a boat to be saved from the coming flood. And He sent His
Son Jesus to make a way for you to be rescued from the coming
wrath! Noah's ark was perfectly made to save Noah and his family
from the floodwaters. And the gospel of Jesus Christ is God's
perfect way to save you completely.

As with Noah, God does not just rescue you from your sins and the
fate of the world, but He also delivers you into a new world — the
Kingdom of Heaven! He does not just release you from the spirit of
death — He fills you with the Holy Spirit!

Praise God for His glorious gift — the gift of His Son, who died
for the sins of the world. Jesus Christ is our Ark; our Saviour; our
Deliverer. In Him we are perfectly safe, perfectly protected, perfectly
delivered. Do you believe that?

MVAVESIN

Father, thank You for Jesus. Thank You that you have said that | am
in Christ, as Noah was in the ark. That is my position for life, until |
am delivered by Christ into Heaven! Help me to marvel at this truth
and be overwhelmed by it every day. Amen.

READING:1 Corinthians 10: 13; James 1: 12 - 17

It is so good to know that while God is perfect, He is not a
perfectionist. He understands our weakness. He became a man,
born of a virgin, and lived here on earth among other sinful people.
He was tempted in every way Himself- but He did not sin. He felt
every pressure. He knew fear — to the point of his sweat becoming
blood. But He stood his ground.

Now He is in Heaven but the same Spirit Who filled Him is here to
fill you. Being tempted is not a sin, but it is a war. One who has won
the war over evil now lives in you. And the same power is at work in
you. Make room for Him in your heart, in the midst of war! Look to
Him, and you will find a way out from under every temptation. Trials
and temptations strengthen us as we overcome them by the spirit
of grace. And also know this — the devil does not have free reign in
your life. There is One who supervises everything —and “He will not
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear”!

M VAVESIN

Father thank You that You are in perfect control. There is nothing
beyond Your power and authority. Thank You that my whole life
is known to You — even those things the world will never see. My
enemy’s plans and snares are in plain view to You. Thank You,

Father, for the way out under every temptation.




READING: 1 Corinthians 1: 9= 11; 1 Thessalonians 5: 17

Do you know that God has given us the most powerful human
weapon in the world, which is prayer?! We are not praying to a
dumb idol or statue on our mantelpiece. We are praying to the
God who made us; the God who saved us; the God who rules over
all.

He rules over all men, but He rules in His saints - and this rulership
is based on intimacy. God desires to abide with us, fellowship with
us, converse with us. Prayer is conversation with God. Prayer is
making our requests known to God, and then making room for Him
to answer them, in words and in action.

What is more amazing is that He has given us the privilege and
birthright to pray for each other too. God is an ever present help
in trouble, and we can bring relief to others in trouble as we pray
for them.

PRAYER

Father, so often | do not pray when | ought to. So often | look to
men or my own strengths for help. But You are the God of all help
and mercy and compassion; You know me inside out; and You have
both the power and the willingness to help. Teach me to pray, and

also even to pray for others. | know You hear my prayers, and | know
that You respond to them also.

READING: Psalm 121

Many things can help us be successful in life. Because we have been
given such profound bodies and abilities, we learn from an early age to
do well within our mental and physical boundaries. We have eyes to see,
ears to hear and noses to smell. We can hold, catch, calculate, learn and
build. You only have to look at a city skyline to see how profound the
human being is - made in the image of God!

But our reading for today captures one of the bass notes of the whole
Bible — are you willing to make the Lord your Refuge, and not the created
world?

We are called to live well in this world, but to not be of it. That does not
mean you become weird and withdrawn, but that you cultivate a secret
relationship with God. That means you look to Him as your first port
of call. Psalm 121 is the ultimate hymn of praise in honour of the ever-
faithful God and we'll use it as the basis of our meditations for the next
few days. David, the writer of Psalm 121, was a very powerful king, with
a powerful army too. But he had a godly heart — he knew where his help
came from: the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth!

PRAYER

Father, | want to know You as my Father and first love. Like David, |
want to be able to lift my eyes up from the things of the earth, to the
things unseen. | want this to be real for me, because of the reality of
my salvation. You have not saved me from death to leave me alone,
but to walk with me and show me the life that is truly life. Amen




READING:Psalm 121

God NEVER sleeps! Not for a second. He never turns His back on
you. There is nothing He does not see.

Think about this. It is hard to, because we get so distracted
ourselves. We think about a friend or sister for a few minutes, or
when we are with them, but then we get focused on our own lives
and problems again. God has no problems and no distractions. He
has infinite power, strength and wisdom.

This is the God who is now your Father too! And this God has said,
“I will not sleep, and | will not let your foot slip”. He is interested
even in our little footsteps, not just the "big things” of life! He sees
everything, and not just as a spectator — this word says “he watches
over you"! He is the God on guard. He is the One who gazes into
us. He is our ever wakeful King.

PRAYER

Father, thank You that You watch over me. Thank You that You know
all, see all and understand all. Thank You that there is not even a
tiny moment where You are unaware or off duty. Even when | am
asleep, You never sleep. Even when | am inches from death, You

preserve my life. Even when Your enemy lays a deadly trap for me,
You deliver me from every snare. Amen

READING: Psalm 121

God is our High Tower. No-one can touch us or prize us from His
grip. Yes, bad things can happen to the saints of God, but when
they do happen, they are not arrows the devil has fired when God
is off guard. Even these bad things will turn out for the good if
you look to God - they are tools of God's permission and they can
become the means whereby He shapes and forms the image of
Christ in you.

So God wants you to be bold and confident in your status as His
child. The book of Hebrews speaks of this confidence best with this
cry, “The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can man do
to me?”! (Heb 13:6). Be confident, oh saint of God. The sun’s fire
will not scorch you; the night's darkness holds no terror for those
in Christ.

Even as Peter had the sheer guts to step out of the boat, would
you not rather do so than cower in the boat in unbelief? Yes, Peter
did start sinking at one stage but the Lord quickly helped him up
again.

PRAYER

Father, | have been too timid. | know You are awesome in power.
| know You hold the keys of hell and death. | know You never are
scared. And | know that You have placed me in Jesus Your Son. So
now, grant me the boldness of a lion. When this is tested by threats
and dangers and pressures, thank You that my faith in You will not
fail. And even when | do stumble, You are my helper.




READING: Psalm 121

Fear hinders us all at times. Yet Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; you
are worth more than many sparrows”. We become fearful when
we lose sight of God's love and passion to protect us. Do you not
want to protect your wife or children or younger sister? Well, God
wants to do that perfectly and continually. He does not just want
to protect you — He is able to protect you from the worst things
the world worries about. He can provide food for you in a drought.
He can deliver you from an army that attacks you. He can save
you from floods and fires. He has done it before, and “the Lord
changeth not”!

Here is the most wonderful thought of all - He can even save you
from death. If you have received Jesus as your Savior, then not
even death can harm you. You might worry at times about how you
are going to die, but on the other side of that brief moment all of
paradise is waiting to receive you! "“Death has been swallowed up
in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:54-55).

PRAYER

Father, | worry too much. | want to see more of You. | want to live
in today and worry less about tomorrow. | know You are in perfect
control of all my tomorrows. You watch over my whole life — my
comings and my goings both now and forevermore. Amen.

READING: Jonah 1: 15-2: 1: Psalm 139

Even when we are running from God's will because of fear, He
presides over our lives. He helps us back to His purpose for us! He
will have His way, because we are weak and He is mighty.

Have you ever considered that you would not have even wanted to
seek God or get saved unless He had put that desire in your heart?
So too, in walking as a Christian, we can make mistakes and even
run away from God. Or try to. Psalm 139 says it this way, “Where
can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? If |
go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths,
you are there. If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand
will hold me fast. If | say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the
light become night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark
to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to
you" (verses 7-12).

Jonah thought he could run away from God. So God sent a storm.
That storm was not from the devil. Have you ever thought that the
difficulties in your life are all from the devil? Maybe it is God getting
you back to Him! Even though the sailors threw Jonah overboard to
save themselves, God sent a big fish — and Jonah made his peace
with his Father inside its belly!

PRAYER

Lord, You are good but You are not safe. | see that You will stop
at nothing to get me back to Your side. In your unsafe dealings
with me, | see now that everything works to the good of those who
love You. Thank You that the storms and waves have not drowned

me, but You have always used them to rescue me from my own
stubbornness. Amen.




READING: Hebrews 12:1-13; 2 Corinthians 5: 21

God picked his fight with Jesus on the Cross. The Bible says that
"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

So now, you have believed on Jesus for salvation and bad things
still happen to you. What is this? This is not God punishing you,
because He has already punished Jesus for the sins of the whole
world. This is the Father’s discipline — the way He helps us become
like His Son Jesus!

So “do not despise the Lord's discipline”. Many people spend their
whole lives trying to avoid trouble and pain. Just take aim at Jesus!
Ask God for deliverance in times of trouble, and He will deliver you
into everything He has planned for you. This is not about ease and
therapy — this is about the joy of being trained and tutored by God
the Holy Spirit Himself.

PRAYER

Father, today | strengthen my feeble arms and weak knees. At times
| have lost sight of Your love and amazing involvement in my life,
and | have confused hardships with Your rejection. Forgive me for
that— | now see it is the opposite. You are giving me Your undivided

attention and training me in righteousness. | receive it, and | will be
trained by You. Amen.

READING: Romans 8: 26 - 39

What an amazing thought! This Christ who died in our place has
now been given the name above all names and the throne above all
thrones — and now He lives at the Father's right hand to intercede
for you!

When you feel alone, it is only a feeling, not a fact. Your whole life is
covered not only by the Blood of Jesus, but by His prayers too! The
Father hears his Son's prayers...and responds! This intercession is
not only your protection and provision, it is also the reason why you
are, daily, being brought into God's perfect will.

Never forget that Jesus is not praying to a reluctant Father — this is
the Father who “so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son” - hallelujah! May the Holy Spirit fill your heart with such joy
and relief this morning that you are prayed for incessantly — by the
Redeemer and Creator God!

PRAYER

God | thank You for the peace that floods my heart when | realize
that Jesus is praying for me night and day, and You hear and receive
His every word. | too join in with Jesus’ prayers, and thank You for
Your power, provision and guidance given to me, because You are

the God who answers our prayers. Amen.




READING:2 Peter 1: 3- 11

God has made perfect arrangements for you to live well as a
Christian, through every season of your life! Living well is not about
how much money you have or what kind of job you have. Your
future is not in the hands of the economy, the job market or the
favor of men. Your future is perfectly in God's hands!

Remember that He called you — you did not choose Him. And His
salvation plan for you drips with purpose. The Bible says that “God
determined the times set for all men and the exact places where
they should live” (Acts 17:26). And He has set you up for success!
He wants you to be close to Him, to get to know Him and to share
in His ministry in the world! He has given you Jesus, the living Word,
the Holy Spirit, all of His unbreakable promises and the church to
grow up in!

Today, spend a few minutes meditating upon this amazing fact —
that God has given you everything you need for the life He has
called you to.

PRAYER

Father, thank You for Your divine power that is more powerful than
all the schemes of men. Thank You that You called me, and You
have given me everything | need to fulfill that calling. Thank You
that because of this, | am increasingly participating in Your very

nature, and escaping the corruptions of the world. Amen.

READING: Isaiah 49:15-16; Matthew 28

Who has never felt forgotten? People do not seem interested in
you, the phone is silent and you feel unnecessary in the world. For
some, it would seem like even their own parents have become
distant and forgetful. But God is not like that!

He would say to you today that even if the whole world has forgotten
you, you are still on centre stage with Him. Even if everything has
become dark, darkness is light to Him. Even if the world is silent,
He is still speaking with you.

Godis not aman. God is not limited in any way by human weakness
or forgetfulness. God is never malicious or sulky. He has set His seal
of ownership upon you in Jesus and He is the God who jealously
watches over all He owns. More than an object of ownership, you
are now the object of His unwavering affection too!

PRAYER

Father, | receive Your love. Forgive me for feeling that You have
been ignoring me; that You have sometimes turned Your back on
me. | know now that | am always before You. | so often forget about
You, especially when | sin, but You never sin and never forget me. |

praise You for this! Amen.




READING: Psalm 118

Right now, your enemies might be looking with triumph on you.
The hoards of hell were cackling too when Jesus was dying on the
cross; when he was lying cold in the burial tomb. But God had His
way and raised Jesus from the dead — he made a public spectacle
of those cackling demons through the Cross!

Make no mistake - God will vindicate you too. But he cannot
vindicate you when you are jumping to your own defense. When we
try to defend ourselves, we always end up attacking or slandering
others. We always have to twist the truth slightly in our favor, and
this twists the truth to someone else’s shame.

So, if your enemy is hungry, feed him! This is hard, but not
impossible, because the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is
raising up meekness in you! Isn't he? You know he is!

God seeks meekness in your heart. He wants you to trust Him
for complete vindication. Maybe it will only come on the Day of
Judgment — will you be prepared to wait that long, to bring Him
glory and the opportunity of exalting you? Don't exalt yourself at
anyone else’s expense!

PRAYER

Father, | make room for You in my heart. You are with me, and You
are my helper! Even though | do not see Your deliverance right
now, | choose to believe it is coming, and it will be beautiful in its
time. In Jesus’ name, amen.

READING: Isaiah 54:4; 1 Corinthians 6: 9 - 11

Memories can be a blessing or a curse. There are some things we
all would want to forget - the shameful things. So often the enemy
tries to remind us of those things, to pull us down and make us
afraid of that shame coming back to shame us now.

But God has chosen to forget your sins and shame. And in Jesus,
He teaches us, by grace, to forget those same sins and shame.
Grace means undeserved favor. Do not think for a moment that
God was ashamed to save you, or that He saved you in ignorance
of your worst sins! He knows all, sees all and is over all. He even
knows your future sins, and yet He declares over you, “Mine”!

| challenge you today to make a decision to forgive yourself and

then forget, the shameful sins of yesterday, of yesteryear. By
embracing your new life, you bring much honour to Christ.

PRAYER

Father, teach me to forget the shame of my youth. Some memories
are so stubborn, but Your grace lifts out even the most stubborn
stains in my mind and memory banks. | thank You for this in faith
and in Jesus’ name. Amen.




READING: Revelation 1:17, 18; Ephesians 1: 15 - 23

When you meditate on God's awesome help, may you also be
overwhelmed by God's awe-fulness too. Some preach grace in a
way that makes God our heavenly chum. We must not think that
God being our Helper is anything less than stunning condescension
of the Magnificent God, before whom angels hold their breath and
wicked men’s hearts melt in their chests.

The fear of the Lord is not the atrocious trembling of sinners who
fear punishment or having their idols destroyed. This is nothing
other than breath-taking respect, because we too have “seen the
Lord”. To see Him is to hold Him in awe.

But to have awe for God does not mean we cannot boldly approach

the throne of grace! As the law made sin more sinful, so grace
makes awe more awe-ful!

PRAYER

Father, You have done so much for me. You have saved me without
my goodness and You have provided for me without my payment.
In this free grace, teach me Fear. Not the fears that paralyze
pagans, but the Fear of the Lord. Show me Your glory, that | may

live overwhelmed by Your glory and goodness. In reverence, |
boldly approach Your throne of grace. In confidence, | bow in this
robe You have placed on me. Amen.

READING: James 1: 5, 6

Why do we doubt God so often? It makes us so unstable!

Is it perhaps because we do not understand the profound mystery
of the Cross —that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us? We
must grasp this truth for if we preserve our own self-righteousness,
or rather, lack of it, we will undermine the confidence that is ours
by grace alone. Knowing that Christ died for me while | was yet
steeped in sin gives me confidence to trust him to help me now
that | am a son of God.

Do you ask without doubting? And are you asking for the right
things? Ask him for wisdom - this is what the scripture says. For
example, in praying for promotion, God may reveal to you that the
Bible says 'be faithful in little and much will be given to you' — you
would then be wise to act upon the wisdom God has given you. We
waste a lot of time asking for things, instead of the wisdom to know
God and His counsel. But when you ask, do it “without doubting”
His goodness, His willingness or His power!

PRAYER

Father | ask You for wisdom in my trials. | want to test You at Your
Word. I know You are good, and You are the delivering God. Forgive
me for all the times | have asked You for wisdom, but then sought
it somewhere else. Amen.




READING: Exodus 19: 1 — 20: 21; Hebrews 4:16

To get into a venue, you need a ticket or a gate pass. To get to
speak with God, Christ is your gate pass!

When you try to approach God's throne filled with a sense of
yourself, you will not have confidence. The reason Israel did not
want to seek God - they asked Moses to speak with Him on their
behalf — was that they were self-aware. In this place, we know we
are not good enough to come into God's presence. But in this new
covenant, God has not covered over our sins with the blood of
animals - He has delivered us from sin by the blood of Jesus. In
Jesus, God has declared us to be sons, but still we come before
God’s throne in Jesus.

We pray to God in Jesus’ Name. We have Jesus' righteousness

imputed to us, that we may boldly approach God's throne of
magnificent grace!

PRAYER

Father, thank You for Jesus. Thank You that You have hidden my
life in Christ. Thank You that this is a permanent position, now and
forevermore! May this thought fill me with joy today, and cause
me to always approach the throne of grace with boldness and

gratitude, as well as a sure expectation that You hear my prayers.
In Jesus’ Name, amen.

READING: Isaiah 40: 18 — 31; 2 Timothy 1:12

For you to live well under God's sovereignty, you must know this
truth — he will reward the righteous. Even if your good works are
called "evil” by the world; even though much of your labor is never
witnessed by another human, God sees it all and will reward it all.
No man can steal your legacy. Maybe you have experienced
men'’s forgetfulness — they no longer remember your efforts and
contributions. Well, God will reward you. It might just be better
that men forget you and your good works! “Then Jesus said this to
his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do,
they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you
give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,
and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”” (Luke 14:12-14).
Now, there's a thought!

PRAYER

Father, | entrust my whole life to You. | know that not all | have done
will be rewarded. In fact, | thank You that my bad works will be
destroyed by fire, not to haunt me for all eternity. But | also thank
You that my labors in faith will be rewarded by You. Help me to live

for Your applause and Your reward, not the acclaim of men. | need
Your powerful help in this. Amen.




READING: Psalm 3; Exodus 18:4

Have you had a “Near Death Experience”? Well, if you are reading
this you must have been delivered from death! Do not think for a
moment that you are still living purely by fluke or coincidence. If
there is a bullet out there somewhere with your name on it (as the
saying goes), then that bullet is fully subjected to God's sovereign
control. God is the bullet bender!

The God of Eliezer is the God you serve too! In Christ, you will live
the full span of days God has allotted to you. Abide in Christ! Make
Him your helper; your shield and fortress!

Scripture says, “God does not delight in the strength of a horse
or the legs of a man, but his delight is in those who fear him, who
put their trust in his unfailing love” (Ps 147:10). Trust Him for your
deliverance, even under extreme pressure! The Lord fears nothing
or no-one. He laughs at His enemies. “He speaks, and the earth
melts”.

PRAYER

Father, at times my heart seems like it is going to melt because
of pressure. Thank You that You have delivered many saints from
impossible situations in the past. Deliver me too! In Jesus’ Name,

amen.

READING: Ruth 1: 1-7; Acts 12: 1-17

We overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb and the word
of our testimony. This “testimony” is never in our own power or
prowess, but in the arm of the Lord. It is not too short to save!

As it was in the days of Naomi, He lives today, reigning in power. He
hears the prayer of faith and He moves to save and deliver.

When God moves to help His people, everyone is encouraged.
Revival in Europe and America brought favor and prosperity, and
so the Western World was born. And all this because saints prayed
to God for help!

PRAYER

Father, may my prayers and testimonies of Your help encourage
others - even those who do not know You. May the work You are
doing on behalf of others also encourage me. Even if | have not seen
someone saved or healed this week, thank You that somewhere on

earth You are saving and healing! Amen.




READING: Genesis 18: 1-15;Genesis 21: 1-3;Genesis 22: 1-19

Too often the barren couple are blessed with a child, only for the
child to become their god. Too often the jobless man cries out to
God and is delivered into employment, only for his job to become
his idol.

Be grateful to God for every answered prayer, but remain a
worshiper. Lean on God in times of trouble, but do not stop leaning
on Him in open country. Cry out to God in your storm-tossed boat,
but do not fall silent on solid ground.

God would have you look to him in every season of life. He would
have you make him your provider in times of plenty or want. He
would be your deliverer in war or peace. He is our God and we are
His people.

When something is an “lsaac” to you — too precious to even
describe — may that pearl’s shine still not outshine the Pearl of
Great Price, Jesus Christ.

PRAYER

Father, help me to keep myself from idols. | can see sin when it
is clearly wicked, but help me to guard my heart from the sin of
ungratefulness. Help me especially to live as a worshipper in the
light of those things that | love. You do not want me poverty-

minded, but may | always have a poverty and hunger in my spirit
for You. In Jesus’ Name, amen.

READING: Hebrews 11:1, 2

Do youwalk by faith? If you are a Christian, God has opened the eyes
of your heart to “see” Him. That is not a physical manifestation that
can be observed with the natural eyes, but an inner illumination and
revelation by the Spirit. This is what the Bible means by “seeing” or
"hearing” God - it is by faith and by the power of the Spirit.

If you are someone who still leans on your own strengths and skills,
you will have a hard time walking by faith. In fact, you may not even
see the need to. But no man or woman who walks by their natural
senses can be “sure of what they hope for and certain of what they
do not see”. So they are all subject to the bondage of fear and the
chains of uncertainty.

Not so the man or woman of faith! She fellowships with the God
who sits above the timeline! She knows the Unseen God and His
unseen reality. "Unseen” does not mean "Unreal”. All of that which
is seen came from the Unseen Reality. The Spiritual birthed the
Physical worlds.

The man who lives by faith is the victor in this world, and all the
more because he lives for the world to come.

PRAYER

Father, | feel like Elisha's servant — unable to see the unseen. Please
open up my spiritual eyes. Where they have grown dim and closed
shut because of busyness and distractions and the deceitful things
of the world, forgive me. | want to know You. | want to see Heaven,
that city with foundations. And | want to live without fear in this
world. In Jesus’ name, amen.




READING: John 17:20, 21

Jesus died to break down the dividing wall of hostility — between
men and God and between people too. Whenever you are hostile
to others, you are hindering what God is busy doing. He is building
His church up in unity, into the fullness of His Son. When you break
others down, or gossip and slander others, you are resisting the
very will of God — and He will resist you.

In this regard, your own heart and tongue are probably your worst
enemies. It's time to bring them in check, with the help of God.
Give yourself to unity with God and men. As far as it is possible with
you, live at peace with all men. Rather turn the other cheek and be
wronged, than try to undo what God is busy doing. Walk with God,
no matter the cost!

PRAYER

Father, | do not want to undo what You are doing, or break down
those You are building up. | pray particularly for my own tongue
today, that it would be an instrument of righteousness and truth,
not a sword of destruction.

READING: Psalm 10

Have you been a victim of crime? Or a victim of gossip? The
temptation at a time like that is to fight and lash out in an attempt
to prove your innocence or save face.

Take courage in this - God sees it! God considers the injustice
being done to you and takes it in hand. He does not consider these
things lightly. God watches closely as wicked men plot evil on their
beds.

But as for you, commit yourself to the God who sees all and is
over alll Even though you might have no human advocate, He will
advocate on your behalf. He will not leave things for too long —
maybe just a little longer - then He will rouse Himself and act on
your behalf.

PRAYER

Father, | know what it is like to be a victim. It hurts. But Father today |
choose to side with my Saviour and not the accuser. | pray for those
who have victimized me. Have mercy on them. Punish the devil by
saving them from their sins. Help me to truly love my enemies.




READING: Judges 3

Maybe you've lived through times where the Word was not
preached. Maybe you are living through them now. There are many
orphan churches and saints without preachers. You can ask God to
send His deliverer gifts!

Asking God to send revival is asking God for the Word to bring
life across a city. That is asking God to send His preachers! He is
preparing them in many obscure places.

Are you feeling starved of the Word? Is your own study just not
enough? Why not pray to God, that He release ministers to your
life, your church and your city?

PRAYER

Father, please release Your Word so powerfully in my city, by
releasing more preachers who love and study your Word, and who
know You personally. In Jesus' name, amen.

READING: Genesis 45: 1 —=7; 1 John 2: 12 - 14

Thank God for older saints who have been faithful to their calling!
Don't despise them, even as God teaches you His truths. John
writes to “children, young men and fathers”. It is through faith and
patience we inherit the promises, so there are some victories that
only come over time.

Rejoice in the fact that there are some older saints who know
better, even in the times where you feel challenged. Don't be
unaccountable to your elders, because they hold your life and
future dear.

Sometimes, we go round the mountain again and again, because
we are not willing to learn from the lives and journeys of those who
have gone ahead of us.

PRAYER

Thank You Father that You have not left us as orphans. You have
given us the Holy Spirit and You have also given us a spiritual family.
Thank You that as You are dealing with me, so You have also dealt
with others before me. Teach me true submission: | do not want to

be any man’ slave, but | do need the wisdom of older saints. Help
me in this please. In Jesus’ name, amen.




READING: Philippians 4: 10 - 19

God’s storehouses are full and, even though there is no currency in
heaven, he owns the cattle on a thousand hills too. He commanded
ravens to feed Elijah and he multiplied the little boy’s loaves and
fish to feed the multitude.

What you need is more faith, not a more generous employer or
another degree. Put your trust in Him and do good. Be generous
yourself, if you have received God's kindness. You will reap what
you SOw.

Mostly we go through financial hardship to learn the lesson Paul
learned — to be content whether in plenty or in want. We also go
through poverty to be set free from the lust for money. God will do
strong things to get us free from our more stubborn idols. Go with
God, and make room for Him to be your provider!

PRAYER

Father, You are my provider. Thank You that You always provide
enough, and sometimes more than enough. Keep my heart from
the sin of greed. And keep me from begging from men or panicking
when | think of the future. Your storehouses are full! Amen.

READING: Luke 17: 33; Genesis 40; 2 Corinthians 12: 7

Most people waste their lives and energies on trying to preserve
themselves. We are all going to die eventually! We can take nothing
with us too. Jesus said to us that we should “only worry for today”.
He will take care of our tomorrows. We don't have to waste time
planning and plotting and strategizing. We don’t have to waste
all our thoughts on how to avoid trouble and “be safe”. He is our
Trouble-Shooter and Cleft in the rock.

And we certainly don't have to try and manipulate others to help
us, as Joseph tried to do in our Genesis reading for today. Leave
the helping to God. He can disturb pagan kings with a dream.
He can write on a wall and petrify wicked rulers. When you try to
deliver yourself, you'll find that your troubles multiply. When we try
to deliver ourselves or remove our own or other people’s ‘thorns'’
(see our 2 Corinthians reading for today), we bring trouble and
division. Arguments happen when we try to deal with the “thorns”
of our spouses, for example!

Why do we lose our lives if we try to save them? Because we never
get to rest with Jesus. We can be saved, but never know the Rest of
the Lord. We end up as commoners in the Kingdom when we worry
about common things.

"Set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the
right hand of God"” (Colossians 3:1).

PRAYER

Father, forgive me for every time | have tried to pull out my own
thorns. Teach me the way of faith. Even if | end up in a prison cell,
teach me a deeper trust in You, my delivering God. Amen
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